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To the MosT REVEREND 


GEORGE, Lord Archbiſhop of Ardiagh, 


PaIMaTE and METROPOLITAN of all 


TEL £4 N.D: 


My Los, 
ANY Inducements tempt me, to preſume ſo far as to 
beg your GRAce's Protection of this Diſcourſe. 


The High Station You ſo worthily fill, and the Occaſion on 
which it was preached, naturally point out the proper Patron; 
but, beſides theſe ; there is another Conſideration, which (though 
a ſelfiſh One) yet I muſt confeſs, is an additional Motive. 


The Maxim I would principally endeavour to eſtabliſh, is this, 
That the complete Divine and accompliſhed Gentleman, are by 


no Means inconſiſtent Characters. 
It 


DEDICATION 


— — — — 
It is therefore my Intereſt, to fix the Attention of my Readers, 
on a living Inſtance of the Truth of the Aſſertion; in whom they 


may ſ{ce, what I have (however imperfectly) advanced in Theory; 
moſt eminently reduced to Practice. 


Tn with the traſt Submiſſion and. Reſpeck, 
My Lorp, 
Your GR ACE”s, 
Moft Dutiful, moſt Humble, | 
Aud moſt Obedient Servant, 


EDWARD BAYLY. 


er 
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SE R MON, &e. 


LC Con, gth Chap. the latter Part of the 22d Verſe, 
and Part of the * 


I am made all Things to all Men, that I might * all Meant 
| 1 A. 


T has ever been the Method of the Enemies of our Faith 
to endeavour to wound the Chriſtian Religion, through the 
Sides of its greateſt Preachers and Defenders. 


Hence, st. Paul's Contention with St. Peter, his Separa- 
tion from Barnabas, and indeed in general, every imagined 
Defect in the Temper, Conduct or Character of any inſpired 


Writer, aggravated” by all the malicious Inſinuatious that Prejudice 
A can 


(61 
can ſuggeſt; is "Mr" as an We againſt the Truth of the 
OO ONE ans WER *: — —— 


Theſe inſidious Cavillers never conſider that Divine Illumina- 
tion did by no Means cauſe a ſtpical Apathy in the Mind; That 
Inſpiration was by no Means Intended to eradicate or extinguiſh 
the Affections natural to the Apoſtles as Men; nay, that it would 
have been inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom of Providence that it 
ſhould: -Smce they oeuldnot bave been Exa xamples of a any Virtue to 
Mankind, had they not been Mev: of like Paſſion; as Pail and 
Barnabas candidly declared to the People of Lycaonia. 


-- - Accordingly we find, that Moſer who conderſed Face to Face 
with God, and was ſo eminently inſpired by Him; was yet liable 
to the Infirmities and Frailties incident to Human Nature; was 
ſubjeẽt to Paſſion; F in one Inſtance overcome by it, and puniſhed 
for it: Nay, even our bleſſed Saviour (as the Scriptures peak) 
was not an High Prieſ ubs 50 Ali nat he touched with a F. eeling of 
our Infirmities, but was in all Points tempted like as we are, 
though iger, K. ee ee 
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A Difference in Opinion dictafore between any two Apoſtles in 
Matters not ſtrictly eſſential, or any imagined perſonal Failing in 
any. One, can by no Means invalidate their Teſtimony in regard 
to the fundamental Points of Religion, unleſs it be thought that 
the proving them to be Human, can demonſtrate their Doftrines 
not to be Divine, © | 


- by 8 * this Prefumprion (bowerer e = as it * pF 1 this 
Viem, ſame would fain aſperſe St. Paul's Character, though pro- 


wag * do but choc a Wee which Was firſt raiſed LN 
JS» 
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[7] 
Days, ſince the whole Paſſage: from which I have taken my Text, 
ſeems to be à direct Anſwer to the Objection. The Charge 
brought againſt him is that of Levity and Inconfiſtency. 


He ſtrenuouſly, (a they) aſſerted the Cauſe of Chriſtian Li- 
berty at the Council of Jeruſalem, and procured a Decree to abo- 
kfb the Law of Commandments contained in Ordinances, and yet 
puritied. himſelf according to that Law in the Temple. He per- 
mits one ob his principal Aſſociates and F cllow Labourers to 2 
Wann and yet forbids another. 


But upon Fnquiry imo this Matter it would evidently appear, 
and indeed it has been moſt clearly demonſtrated by many Authors, 
antient and modern; that both his on perſonal Compliance, at 
that particular Time, with the Prejudices of the Jews in * 
to Ceremonial Obſervances, and his procuring a ſolemn authentic 
Revocation of the general Obligation of them; proceeded equally, 
from his invariable Zeal for the Chriſtian Cauſe, and not from any 
variableneſs of Temper, or Alteration of Opinion; that his per- 
mitting Timethy, whofe Mother was a Jewels, to ſubmit to the 
Jewiſh Rite of Circumcifion, as a temporary voluntary Conceſſion, 
to ingratiate himſelf with that ſtiff- necked People, and yet forbiding 
Titus who was wholly a Gentile, when it was infifted on as a ne- 
ceſſary Duty, is perfectly accountable on the ſame Principle, ſince 
being a Thing indifferent, it might on a particular Occaſion for 
wiſe Reaſons be diſpenſed with; and yet being but indifferent, he 
could not fuffer it to be arbitrarily impofed as an aniverfa), Ingit- 
PAR permanent Obligation, 


So far, therefore, is his Conduct in theſe Reſpects, from being 
e with: by Or oc ng that on the contrary, it 
{1 ſhews 


| [8] 
ſhews_ us his determined Reſolution by all poſſible Means to ſpread 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel; that he did all this for the Goſpel's 
Sake. And this too by Methods ſeemingly: 4 e to his natural 
Lempers and Diſpoſition. | 


: 


For I think we may be e to 1 thel St, Paul v was 9 
ſtitutionally Vehement and Warm: The Threatnings he breathed 
againſt the Diſciples of the Lord before his Converſion ; his ardent 
Zeal when better informed; the Spirit and Fire peculiar to his Wri- 
tings; and above all, his remarkable Anſwer to the High Prieſt, ſeem 
to confirm it; Vet notwithſtanding this; we find him, ſoftening the 
natural Edge of his Temper ; accommodating himſelf to all Men, 
and condeſcending to all Things, as far as was conſiſtent with Truth 
and à good nee to A the Eſtabliſhment: of wy 
Chriſtian Faith. "© 44 155 2044 
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- Though I be 1 0 ſays $6): to all 1 Men, yet I made myſelf a 
Servant to all; to the Jews I became a Jew, that I might gain the 
Jews; to them that are without the Law, as without the Lau); 
that I might. gain them that are - without the Lau; to the Weak I 
became Meat, that 1 might gain the Weak: Summing up all in the 
Words of my Text: I am made all Things unto all n that 1 
might by all Means ſave ſome. » . 1 


e Now, my Deſign at preſent, is to explain and recommend this 
Rule of Conduct exemplified in St. Paul, which I preſume, cannot 
be improper on this Occaſion, ſince we find by Experience: that 
great Difficulties do ſtill occur in the Exerciſe of our Profeſſion, 
and conſequently muſt be ſenſible, that the like Prudence and Ad- 

ery is neceſſary to obviate tlem. 
But ſirſt, it will be proper to conſider, e cheſe Difficul- 
ties ariſe; ſince Offences according to our Saviour's Prediction 
muſt 


91 
muſt come, we are previouſly to inveſtigate the Sources from which 
* _ * 


er 


FAC 


And 24% 1 I you the 8 of a Method of De- 


portment ſimilar to that of the Apoſtle, to obviate the evil Conſe- 


ae to be 1 158 it. 


? 


As to the Firſt, were we to confing our Though: to the pri- 
mitive Ages of the Goſpel, we might with eaſg. aceount for the 
Diffigulties that the firſt Preachers met with: ITo overcome the 
{long-rooted Prejudices of all Mankind; to aboliſh ſuperſtitious 
Syltems ſubmitted to, with a reverential Regard by People of all 
Nations and Languages ; to confute both Heathen Sages and Jewiſh 
Rabbics ;) to prove that the One, by profeſſing themſelves to be Wiſe, 
became Fools; and that the Others faught for the Dodrines of God 
the Commandments of Men. Joy o eſtabliſſi Truths not only diſagree- 


able to the depraved Inclinations of Men, but likewiſe moſt hard 
to be digeſted by the Pride of human Underſtanding : To induce 


the World to acknowledge that Perſon for the Son of God who 
in Appearance war the very ſcorn and Out-caſt of Men To re- 
ceive him for the Saviour of Mankind, who PONY: could not 


ſave himſelf and come diwn from the Ge] 
Tbeſe, I fay, are Obſtacles which muſt der - not. 


at the Difficulties, but at the Succeſs which the Apoſtles and their. 


immediate Succeſſors met with. | But this is not the Subject of 
our preſent Enquiry ; ; what we are now to conſider, is, whence it 
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1s, - that ſo determined an Oppoſition is yet maintained aſter ſo 


compleat a Victory; whence it is, that they who in ſucceſſive 
Ages have been bred up in the Profeſſion of the Truth, who have 
lcen the Chriſtian Faithdealed by the Dearh of Martyrs; ſurviving 
the malicious Pens of the-greatelt Geniuſes of the Heathen World, 

as well as the Sword of ten bloody Perſecutions; ſhould yet be fo 
prone to fall into exploded Errors ; and look with invidious Eyes, 
on an Order of Men, whoſe Bufineſs It 3s to gaide their Feet unto 
the Parh „ 


Now, what I — to be thie . n Cauſes of 
this miſchieyons Effect, h the three following, 


, A Temper given to Cs: anc ee much i 
a menen. e | Gu 


- 
x . 


— Great mencal Pride a Vandy.- 8 - b 
And 34h, A firang Addiction to Mw Pleaſures. he: 


- 1, 1 fa the Difficulties which the Clergy meet n in hs 
Exerciſe of their Profeſſion, is in 4 great Meaſure o owing to the 
Variableneſs of Mankind, and their range Affection for Novety, 


We World in general bs i mch of ay Temper of 
he eager in St. PauPs Days; | who ſpent their Time in 
nothing elſe, but either to tell or © hear ſame new Thing, This 
Humour ſeems in ſome Meaſure natural to Mankind: Hence 
muft we account for that Diverſity of Sets among the an- 
tient Philofophers, and, that Diverſity of Opinlons that particu- 
lariſed almoſt every Individual of every Se&t. Some pretended to 
demonſtrate all Things, others affirmed, thar there could be no 
Ry . Demonſtration 


Li J 


Demonſtration of any Thing; and Numbers advanced ſuch wild 
extravagant Notions in natural Philoſophy, as we may well judge, 
could proceed from nothing bur a Paffionate Deſire of forming 
ſome new Hypotheſis. | 


* Hines were. if N had been exempted from the Influence 

of this capricious Temper, but ſo much is it otherwiſe ; that I doubt, 

if, even the Mythology of the Heathens, was ſtuff d with more in- 
| coherent Reveries, or a greater Mukiplicity of wild Conccits, than 

thoſe innumerable Hereſies that have infeſted the Church, from the 

firſt to the preſent age; ſo that, that Syſtem of Religion which our 
Seviour left .bchind him; like his Veſture; of a Piece, without 
Seam throughout; has been torn and rent into ſuch infinite 
Diviſions, that many ſeem at a Loſs what to chuſe; while others, 
like the Soldiers in the Goſpel, in a Manner, calt Lots whether 
they ſhall take any Part or not. | 


It is an Addition to this Misfortune, that Differences in Reli- 
gion are cver diſputed wich more Acrimony and Heat, than any 


other; and the Reaſon of this is plain. 


Pagan Philoſophers might differ, and none perhaps, but a ſew 
ſpeculative Men were concerned in the Event; but in this, every 
Man is a Party, and conſequently every Man is up in Arms. 


This gave Occaſion to that bitter Sarcaſm of Julian the Apoſtate 
that the moſt inveterate Malice was to be found among divided 
Chriſtians ; and to that of Porphiry ; that in the Cauſe of Reli- 
gion, one Man is a Wolf to another, for (fays he) the Anger of 
Beaſts is more tolerable, than that of Men in theſe Cafes 


Now, 


1221 


Now, de Conlequence, Fe his 1 is 1 * is, - that We 
whoſe Duty it is to oppoſe ſuch numerous Innovations, muſt 1 
to meet with as numerous and violent Oppoſers. 111 


* 


! 


1 
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But 24/y, The next Cauſe I mentioned of Diſtaſte to our Order, 
is a vain conceited Self- Sufficiency, an over- great Dependence ob- 
ſervable i in ſome Men, on their own natural or acquired Abilities; 
which neceſſarily. occaſions a Jealouſy and Diſlike of thoſe who 

reſurhe, in any Shape to | preſcribe. Rules to the World either 1 in 
\ latters of Belief or Practice. gy ee Wee e eee III 

[Fw co can ye believe, ſays our Divine Teacher; ' avho rereive Ho- 
nour one "of another, and ſeek” nat the Honour that cometh from 
God only ? This he ſpoke to the conceited Seribes and Phariſees, 
but it is equally applicable to all Perfons of a like Character in our 
Days: For when Pride preſcribes to Reaſon, and Paſſions mount 
the Seat of Judgment; all Arguments become ineffectual. Men 
of this Turn of Mind, weld: with the Vanity of” Stience, falſely 
fo'ralPa; ate deaf” as Adder# to Conviction: They cannot brook 

| to be gain-ſayed by a Set of Men, whom very probably they 
look upon as their Inferiors both in. Rank, and Knowledge. They 
who affect to be, Dictators, can ſcarcely condeſcend to be Diſ- 
ciples: "They will very naturally cry out; Te take too much pou Jon, 


ye Sur of Levi: And if the Grerzan Stoics and Epicureans, cal- 
led. even, St. p< a. Babler; well OY. Ws Os to meet with 


3s opprobrivus Appelationß.] 


4 8 For TH, 


Thi Adee is. ; generally,cu our Cafe * K aur ir ſober,.. and {as ON 
are fond 49 call themſelves) F cee-thinking Enemies: Who do not 
perhaps * deny a God, a Providence, or future State, but that 


WG yr] any 


131 
any Number of Men ſhould, by any ſuppoſed Commiſſion from 
God, appropriate to themſelves an Authority and Means of recon- 


ciling the World to himſelf; is a Poſition by no Means agreeable 
to their Scheme, and which therefore they are determin'd to 


s 


1 come now to the laſt, but indeed 1 mol general Bar, to the Ef- 
ficacy of our Miniſtry : That is, a ſtrong habitual Fondneſs for 
the Pleaſures of Sin; While the Mind of Man is tied and bound # 


with the Chains of Vice, it is indeed impoſlible to reconcile it to b 
a Religion ſo pure and heavenly as the Chriſtian, or conſequently ( 
to the Preachers of it. | | | 


The Reaſon, as our Saviour tells us, why the World hated him, 
was, becauſe He teſtified that the Works thereof were Evil. 


The Reaſon why Herod impriſoned John the Baptiſt, was, be- 
cauſe he reproved him for his Darling Sin. 


Haſt thou found me? O mine Enemy! Was the Language of | 
Ahab to Elijah: And why did he account him his Enemy? Be- 
cauſe he denounced God's UN againſt him, for Robbery 
and Munder. 


In ſhort, to guilty Minds, the very Sight of a Reprover is irk- 
ſome and difagreeable : Their Way of Thinking is directly the 
fame with that of the Senſualiſt, deſcribed | in the Book of 
Wildon 


1 d bon e Let 


[14] 


Let us (ſays he) enjoy the preſent; let us fill ourſehoes with 
roſtly Wine and Ointments ; let us crown ourſehves with Roſe-buds 
before they be withered ; but let us lie in wait for the Righteous, 
becauſe he is not for our Turn; he is clean contrary to our Doings, 
be profeſſeth to have the Kiuwledge of God; he was made to re- 
prove our Thought; he is grievous. to us even to behold; let 
us therefore examine him with Deſpitefulneſs and Torture. 


s long then, as it is our Duty to remonſtrate againſt Sin 
ickedneſs ; as long as it is our Duty to Reaſon upon Righ- 
teouſneſs, Temperance, and a Judgment to come: As long as we 
are obliged by our Office, to cry aloud, and ſpare not; So long 
mult we expect to meet with the ſame Negle&, Contempt, and 
Diſregard from the vicious Part of the World, that was ſhewn to 
the Prophets of old, to Chri/t and his Apoſtles, and, indeed, Yo 


every Preacher of te ſine nce the Days of Noah. | 


And thus, having rl to you, what het to be the moſt 

popular Cauſes, why Offences will, and muſt come, even from the 
very Nature of our Profeſſion; I proceed now, as I propos'd to 
lay before you, the Uſefulneſs and Expedience of this Rule of 
Conduct exemplified in St. Paul, as a probable Means, of ob- 
viating the Evil Effects to be apprehended from them, 


| Now, there are two Things implied in. this Text. 
1/?, That an Aptneſs to conform ourſelves to the various Ge- 

| piuſes, Diſpoſitions and Capacities of Men of all Orders, Ranks, 
and 


15 
and Characters; or, in other Words, an engaging Addreſs or 
Politeneſs of Manners reſulting from a competent Knowledge of 
the World (as it is commonly call'd) is of great Uſe and Conſe- 
quence in the Work of the Miniſtry, and therefore, ought to be 


ſtudied; as far as it is attainable with Innocence, and is conſiſtent 
with the fundamental Principles of the Goſpel. 


For this, I preſume, is literally what the Apoſtle mcans, by 
making himſelf all Things, to all Men. 


Secondly, We are hence taught (by Inference) that it is our Duty, 
previouſly to furniſh ourſelves with thoſe more ſolid and eſſential 
Qualifications, which may enable us to make a proper Uſe of the 
favourable Opportunities, that ſuch a Method of Conduct may 
probably procure us; to {further the great Purpoſes of our Cal- 


ling: As thus, only, we can teſtify, that Ve do all this for the 
GoſpePs Sake. 


1/2, I fay; we may learn from this Paſſage, that Politeneſs of 
Manners, reſulting from a competent Knowledge of the World, 
with a judicious Application of this Knowledge, as particular Caſes 
may require ; is, a very requiſite Qualification for the ſucceſsful 


Diſcharge of our Duty. 


This is what Cicero means by his v. h, or Decorum : A 
Term, which perhaps, cannot be ſignificantly rendered in our Lan- 
guage without a Periphraſis; as it conveys a complex Idea of the 

Propriety and Agreeableneſs, as well as the intrinſic Worth and 
Utility of every ſocial Virtue ; and which, in the Opinion of that 
Great Heathen, was neceſſary to Men in all Stations. For, as 
be ſays (ſpeaking of the Neceſſity of Philoſophy, to the — 

B 2 0 


Ie; 
of human Life) If the molt minute Affairs cannot be tranſacted 


"66 without Prudence and Addreſs, ſorely, the maſks 9 can» 
«© not b conducted n them. Ans 7 


1s our Profeſſion, pate, the Uſefulneſs of: it is very ap- 
parent; ſince it is our immediate Buſineſs to render ourſelves as 
generally agreeable, as we conſcientiouſly can; in order to ſmooth 
the Way for Reception of the Principles we would inſtill ; eſpe- 
cially, as theſe mult (as I have ſaid) be grating and obnoxious, to 
Men of looſe and yoluptyous Diſpoſitions. 


For as Pliny obſerves in one of his Epiſtles; «© The Pleaſures 
« of the Senſes, are ſo far from wanting any oratorical Arts to 
«6 recommend them, that we ſtand in Need of all the Powers of 
Eloquence to moderate and reſtrain their Influence; but to pre- 
« yail in what is uſeful, tho? diſagreeable; it is neceſlary to apply 
« in the moſt artful Manner not only to Mens Intereſts, but even 
ce to their Paſlions ; as Phyſieians find it neceſſary to uſe the moſt 
4 infinyating Addreſs, to perſwade their Patients to a Whole- 
* 1 but perhaps, unpleaſanc Regimen.“ 


The World indeed, is not now to be nt is A 1 
Stiffneſs or cynical Reſerve; the Arts of mild inſinuating Perſwa- 
ſion, are much more likely to ſoſten rugged Tempers, or work upon 
 licentious Minds. And ſo far is this Method of Behaviour from 
being inconſiſtent with the Simplicity: ſo aſten recommended in the 
Goſpel; that I doubt not, but as ſome have demonſtrated, that the 
Rudiments of all Arts and Sciences, even the moſt minute j are to 
. be traced in the Scriptures, ſo it would likewiſe appear, that the eſ- 
 {emials of good A as well as of good Living ; The os 
I: Mor 
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MNorals (as the French not improperly call them) as well as the 


weightier Matters of the Law, may be fairly deduced from the 
ſame ſacred Source. 3 | | 


True Politeneſs, undoubtedly, is founded on Humanity and 
Benevolence: It is good Nature, only embelliſh'd and *improv'd 
by ſome little outward Modes and Circumſtances; if then, the 
giving no Offence; if behaving not unſeemly; if bearing all Things, 
believing all Things, hoping all Things, if thinking na Evil, not 
being eaſily provoked : If theſe, I fay, be Marks of Humanity; 
they are the yery Ingredients that compoſe St. Paul's elegant 
Deſcription of Chriſtian Charity, and are conſequently the literal 
Precepts of the Goſpel, 


Nor is it by Implication only, that this Duty is made obligatory 
upon us, but by expreſs and poſitive Injunctions; we are com- 
manded to prefer one another in Honour ; to render Honour to 
whom Honour, as well Tribute, to whom Tribute is due ; which 
Rules do plainly regard the exterior of our Behaviour; we are re- 
quired not only to be pitiful, but to be courteous, and to inforce 
this by Example; perhaps the moſt celebrated profane Authors, 
cannot afford an Inſtance of ſuch polite Addreſs, and at the fame 
Time, ſuch unſhaken Magnanimity as we find in this Apoſtle's re- 
markable Defence of himſelf and his Doctrine, before Feſtus and 
King Agrippa; which I need not repeat to this Audience, and which 
would loſe much of its Beauty, ſhould 1 preſume to paraphraſe 
upon it. 


Beſi des, 


1 


Beſides, we are always to remember that this Method of De- 
portment, is moſt ſuited to the very Genius of our Religion : \ 
are the Servants of that Divine Perſon, who is emphatically ſtiled 
the Lamb of God. We are the Embaſſadors of the Prince of 
Peace: The Angels at his Birth, prochimed Peace upon Earth, 
and good Will towards Men, and Peace is ever moſt effectually 
promoted by mild and gentle Means. 


We are not therefore to imitate our Oppoſites in Fury and Re- 
ſentment ; We are not now, to be aCtuated by Zimri's 
Zeal; nor like the Diſciples (who then knew not what Spirit they 
were of,) are we to call for Fire from Heaven to conſume every 
diſſenting Samaritan ? On the contrary, the Man of God muſt be 
gentle unto all Men, not rendering railing for railing, but over- 
coming Evil with Good Thus, only, ' heaping Coats of Fire on 
the Heads of his Enemies, that is melting them down to the like 
humane and friendly Diſpoſition ; as the hardeſt Metals are ſoftened 
and made pliable by the Force of F ire.“ For thus 1 that that 
Text Has been belt explained. 


* And here, before J quit this Subject, cannot but obſerve, 
that there are many Perſons, and ſome perhaps well diſpoſed to- 

wards us; who yet ſeem to think very differently of this Matter. 

| Their Maxim is, that fa keep ourſelves unſpotted from the World, 
# We ſhould avoid entering much into Society with it: Thy are 
therefore for ſecluding the Clergy from a free Converſe and In- 
tercourſe with the reſt of Mankind ; and conſequently ſuperſede 

the Neceſſity of any Attention to theſe (as they call them) trifling 

and inſignificant ene, And indeed, were we to 


work 
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work out our own Salvation only, this were undoubtedly the 
wiſeſt Courſe, as it is much eaſier to avoid Temptation than to 
reſiſt it, 


But ſince it is our Duty to render ourſelves as generally uſe- 
ful as we poſſibly can, this ſurely, is not to be effected by becom- 
ing Blanks in Life. To know none but thoſe that have no need of 
Repentance, is certainly not the Way to cauſe Foy in Heaven or 
work a Reformation upon Earth. They that are Whole need not 
a Phyſician, but they that are Sick, The Son of Man therefore 
(as he tells us) came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners to Re- 
pentance, for which Reaſon, he Eat and Drank with Publicans and 
Sinmers. And, in Conformity to his Example, wherever is the 
Poſt of Danger, whether in public or private, there is the 7//atch- 
man's proper Station. | | 


I would not be miſunderſtood ; I mean not, that we ſhould not 
be extremely circumſpect and cautious of the Society we enter into; 
much leſs, that They whom Providence has placed in Obſcure 
Scenes of Life ſhould not preach the Goſpel to the Poor with as 
much Chearfulneſs and Zeal, as if They were called to reprove 
even Kings, or teach Senators Wiſdom ; but what I would infer, is, 
that ſuch of the Clergy, as by their Stations and Capacitics, are 
(in ſome meaſure) called upon to appear in a more public Light, 
ſhould not decline the precious Opportunities given them of dam- 
ming up Vice at the Fountain-Head ; but ſhould by the Prudence 
and Propriety of their Conduct, let their Light ſhine before Mey, 
and act the Part of that wiſe Servant, who having five Talents, 


Jaid them all out to the beſt Advantage. 


And 


(%% 


it thus having offered what occurs in Relation to the firſt 
PS from my Text; I — now to the ſecond; 


That 3 is, that we mould n YU e to | furniſh our- 
18 with thoſe more ſolid and eſſential Qualifications, which may 
enable us to make good Uſe of the favourable Reception which 
this Way of 9 may probably procure us. 


For, indeed, if the conclliating the Favour and good Opinion 
of the World, were the final, not ſecondary Motive to the Con- 
duct here recommended, it would be nothing but ſervile Com- 
pliance and abject Flattery : I would be ſeeking our own, not the 
Profit of others : It would be loving the Praiſe of Men more than 
the Praiſe of God. This would be directly contrary to the A- 
poltle's Intention; for do I, (ſays he) ſeek: to pleaſe all Men? If I 
pleaſed all Men I. ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt ; that is, if J 
pleaſed them in Things abſolutely unlawful ; or, if 1 pleaſed them 
but with a View of ſerving Chriſt. Now, what theſe Fr 
Qualifications are, is caſily conceived ; 


They conſiſt in a ſincere Zeal for the Religion which We preach; 
in a _diſtin&t Knowledge of the Principles and true Foundation on 
which it is built. In an ardent Deſire for the eternal Happineſs 
of Mankind; They conſiſt in Watchfulneſs and Care, to oppoſe all 
Innovations and Errors: Guarding that Form of found Words deli- 
vered to us, ſo that it may neither be added to, or diminiſhed from: 
They conſiſt in Judgment and Diſcretion ; to make Choice on all 
Occaſions of ſuch Arguments as are moſt likely to convince, and 
leaſt likely to offend ; and j in propoſing them with Spirit, yet with 

Temper ; ; 
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Temper; with Warmth, but not with Anger. And to enable us 
to dilcharge this difficult Taſk, We are not no to expect any ex- 
traordinary ſupernatural Helps. 


Under the Moſaical Diſpenſation, God's Meſlengers were not 
only immediately inſpired, but ſeem likewiſe to have been adapted 
to the ſeveral Ranks and Degrees of Men; 1/aiah, was of Royal 
Extraction; Amor, was a Shepherd; Daniel, preſided in a Court; 
Eliſba's Habitation was a Deſert : And in the primitive Ages of 
Chriſtianity, there were Diverſittes of Gifts, and theſe miraculouſly 
given: But we, in theſe Days (excepting the ordinary Aſſiſtance of 
God's Grace, which undoubtedly is afforded to all ſincere Belicvers) 
muſt depend upon our natural Faculties, and the gradual Improvement 
of them by Learning and Study: We are not now to expect, 
that it ſhould be given us in the ſame Hour what we ſhall ſay, or to 
whom we ſhall ſpeak ; but both Matter, and Manner, are to be de- 
termined by our Skill and Knowledge, and the Application is left 
to our own Prudence and Diſcretion. 


; And, as various are the Diſpoſitions and Capacitics of Men, 
fo, various muſt be our Methods of Addreſs. 


Are we (for Inſtance) to folve the Doubts of fair and rational 
Inquirers? Ve muſt ſpeak to them as to wiſe Men, that they may 


Judge what Wwe Jay, 


Are we to confute the Diſputer of this World? Ve muſt be ready 
give 4 Reaſon for the Hope that 3s in us: We mult be able to 


prove from the Scriptures, 197 thus it is written, 
2 


Are 
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Are we to apply ourſelves to thoſe that are even Children iu 
Underſtanding ? Such we muſt receive, but not to doubtful Diſputa- 
tions; We muſt deſcend even to their Weakneſs; We muſt feed 
them, not with ſtrong Meat, hut with the Milk of the Word; 
giving Precept upon Precept, and Line upon Line. 


, 


Are we to oppole the Sallies of licentious Wits ? We muſt en- 
deayour to ſeaſon our Diſcourſe with Attic Salt; We muſt combat 
them if poſſible, with their own Weapons; and (like St. Paul) 


quote their Menander and Aratus, as well as Schoolmen and Fa- 
thers, to graver Antagoniſts. 


In ſhort, the Scribe who is inſtructed unto the Kingdom of Hlea- 
ven, muſt like an Houſe- holder, bring out of his Treaſure Things 


new and old, and (to carry on the Allegory) muſt ſuit his Enter- 
tainment to the Taſte and Reliſh of his Guelts. 


But to conclude, 1 ſhall cloſe this Diſcourſe with the mention 
of one Qualification more, but this, indeed, the moſt material; as 
without this, every other is but vain and inſignificant. That is, 


that the Innocence f the Dove, be ever added te wy: Wiſdom of the 
Serpent, 


It is not the ſpeaking with the Tongues of Men, or even of 
Angels ; it is not the Diſplay of Learning, the acuteneſs of Wit, 
a penetrating Judgment, or all the refined Arts of poliſhed Man- 


ners, that can avail us, if they are not founded on aj Baſis of 
ſolid Virtue, and unaffected Piety. 


And, 


[ 23] 


And, indeed, it is not certain, that theſe ſhining Accompliſh- 
ments can be acquired to Perfection, without this preparatory 


Two of the greateſt Critics of Antiquity *, have laid it down 


as a Maxim, that want of Virtue, implies a Want of Genius, 


that it is impoſſible exalted Sentiments can flow from a depraved 


Mind. 


Though therefore we muſt avoid even the Appearance of Evil, 
yet it is the Reality that we are chiefly to guard againſt, 


A Scene of Diſſimulation cannot always be kept up. The 
Maſk of Hypocriſy will ſome Time or other drop off; and then 
the ſpecious Deceiver will be juſtly looked upon with Contempt 
and Scorn. For though Seneca, has in ſome ReſpeCts, very pro- 
perly compared human Life to a Stage, on which every Man has 
his Part allotted him to Act: Yet the Parallel will not hold 
throughout: The real Actor may ſtrut his Hour, and end the 
Drama with Applauſe: The meaneſt Wretch may ſo long perſonate 
the Hero: The blackeſt Villain put on the Face of ſnnocence and 
Truth; but human Life (though leſs than an Hour, in Compariſon 
with Eternity ;) is yet too long a Time, to ſupport a falſe, ficti- 
tious Character. For (ſays Fob ) Till the Hippocrite delight in the 
Almighty? Will he call upon him akugys? Impoſſible! His Con- 


— 


Quinctilian, Longinus, 


duct 
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duct will not be of a Piece: In ſome unguarded Hour, the Form 
of Godlineſt will be forgot, and then the Power of Vice will 


glaringly appear. Though he clothe himſell in an Angels Garb, 
yet ſhall he not be able to eſcape the Eye of quick Diſcernment, 


which will pierce a the thin D and detect the baſe 
Impoſtor. 8 


| Let us, then, my Brethren, provide Things honeſt, not only in 
the Sight of Men, but even f God himſelf, who ſeeth not at. Man 
ſeeth, for Man loketh on the outward eppearance, but OF look eth | 


ha the Heart. 


Let our Roving be that in &. implicit, and Rc $7 _— we 


have our Converſation in this LL old. 
Then ſhall We fave ourſelves, and Thoſe that hear us, 
Then ſhall We be truly IViſe, and turn many unto Wi aun. 


Then ſhall We make Them /t5ne as the Firmament, and We 
ſhall be as the Stars themſelves, for ever, and ever. 
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